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DIRECTORS’ CORNER

Mother Nature is being nice. We just got our bike back from winter storage after having it serviced at Markham Power
Sports. New tires and oil, and a full service. Even doing the T-Clock all the time, for extra reassurance we like the bike to
be checked each year prior to the riding season for that peace of mind. Remember T-Clock is just an acronym that
describes a procedure that should be performed on a daily bases by the rider as a pre-trip inspection.
Now, if what I just stated is just for one couple, just think what all the other GWRRA members in Central Canada District
do prior to riding season for SAFETY. All of us should talk about safe riding all the TIME. A reminder: May is “National
Motorcycle Awareness” month.
As the weather is getting nice, please ensure the motorcycle has been well maintained and is ready to go.
Rendezvous 2019 is getting closer, and at last check the College had 178 registered. Don’t hesitate if you want to stay at
the College with the rest of the group. Call now as the rooms will not last. All the information can be downloaded at our
website:

www.ccdistrict.ca
Social media is a fabulous tool when used properly for members to keep informed and up-to-date on what is happening
in the GWRRA community. If you haven’t done so, do a search for GWRRA in Facebook and join in on the action and fun.
Kris and I were very pleased to be a part of 5 Chapters, 68 members of Central Canada District joining together for a
social event. All the members that attended had a fabulous time and a great lunch at Port Dalhousie (a community in St.
Catharines area).
Enhance a Chapter’s riding and social gatherings by establishing a connection and inviting other Chapters, as this not
only helps the Chapter financially (with a share-the-wealth), it extends the interaction of all members to have fun in a
larger GWRRA environment.
Central Canada District Chapter Directors: check the District calendar to ensure your rides and events are posted, please.
Hope you’re all checking your bikes, and remember to RIDE SAFE…
Gary McDermott and Kristina Magic
Central Canada District Directors
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THEY MADE A DIFFERENCE!
On Saturday, March 30th, Gary and Kristina awarded Mark and Teresa with this acknowledgement of
their work for and their dedication to GWRRA and you, the members. It was well deserved.

Mark and Teresa have been with GWRRA since 2007. They are former Chapter Directors of ON-Y,
during which time they represented Region K as the Couple of the Year at Wing Ding. With Mark and
Teresa’s leadership and enthusiasm, Chapter Y was voted Chapter of the Year for 2015.

Mark and Teresa are currently Chapter Directors of ON-E, Central Canada Assistant Directors, and are
still very active in all facets of the Rider Education Program.
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WINGING THRU THE DISTRICT

The days are longer, the birds are singing, and I think it feels a bit warmer………..could it really be……..could spring
actually be coming? It’s true, its spring, and I wasn’t positive until I saw a Facebook post with a chapter member from
Grey Bruce chapter On-O out on his Wing. With that happening, I don’t need notice from a groundhog or see a robin
flying by to know that we finally have this winter beat!
But wait! I know everyone is excited to get out and play on two wheels, but let’s let the road crews get all that salt off
the roads, sweep up that sand from the corners and dump it in those nasty pot holes before someone gets hurt. It is
always dangerous this time of year when the roads are finally bare and people are itching for that first ride of the year
and just can’t wait to go. Please use extra caution with road conditions, and make an extra effort to be seen by other
motorists since they aren’t used to seeing bikes on the roads yet.
The more northern chapters are a bit away from that first ride yet, so we will have to be happy finalizing plans and dates
for this season’s events. BBQ’s, campouts, rally’s, weekend get-a-ways’, vacations, Wing Ding, and Rendezvous to name
a few. The list is endless, and that’s what makes it great. It won’t be too long before we will be zipping along the
highways, meeting other members and chapters for another good time.
Our chapter has always kicked off the riding season with a weekend trip somewhere not too far away, but far enough to
“leave it all behind” for a night or two. A few years back, we headed to the Manitoulin Island for a tour, and spent two
nights in Espanola enjoying the island roads, scenery, and hospitality as much as possible. That weekend was so much
fun that the next time we went our good friends from North Bay joined us. They thought the idea was good enough to
invite others, so they sent out some invitations and next thing you know, we had five different chapters represented and
50-60 people together for one of the best impromptu parking lot parties ever! We tried hard to get that going again this
year but other activities in the area have secured all the accommodations, leaving us out in the cold. But don’t worry,
there is always next year, and this party will live another day.
So whatever you are planning, make sure you have a place to stay, invite some friends,
make some new ones, but the most important part is just getting out and having fun.
Until next time…….

David Hay
Assistant District Director
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A 2-UP VIEW

An early April Fools from Mother nature this past weekend
has said otherwise to us finally getting out for that first ride
of the year, although I know there were a few of you diehards that are the exception and did sneak out. Spring will
get here soon enough… I hope.
On March 16th, Mark and I put on a Medic Frist Aid Course for the Kingston Chapter, ON-K. We had a total of 12
members participate in getting their First Aid Qualifications.
We would like to thank the Assistant Chapter Directors, Ken and Penny Scourse, for securing a location to do this course,
and for putting us up for the night. We had an amazing dinner and wonderful conversation on the Friday evening, both
with the Chapter Directors Terry and Eilene and the Assistant Chapter Directors, Ken and Penny. Thank you for your
hospitality.
Here are a few pictures from the course.

On Saturday, March 30th, Mark and I held a Seminar
Extravaganza at the Grand River Golf Club in Cambridge. We
had 23 members turn out to learn and participate in the
seminars. This was an awesome turn out.
We covered the Co-Rider, Team Riding, R U Ready to Ride,
Riding w/New, Inexperienced Riders, and Dangerous EpidemicDistracted Driving.
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Thank you to all the volunteers that stepped up to take part in the lesson. And yes, we did learn that Men can pat their
heads, rub their tummies, and recite the alphabet all at the same time (better than the women did, sorry ladies).
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On Saturday, April 6th, there will be another Medic First Aid Course being offered, this time in the West end. It will be at
the Grand River Golf Course in Cambridge (1910 Roseville Rd., Cambridge, ON., N1R 5S3). 8:30 am start, as it is an all-day
course. The charge for this course is $40 per Member. There are still some spots available. Please email mandtfleury@bell.net if you would like a spot.
The instructors for this course will be Doug and Susan McGregor from Chapter ON- S, London, and me, Teresa Fleury,
from Central Canada District.
Come on out and have some fun while learning to save a life.
All these Courses, the Seminars and Modules, are offered to you, the members, for free. They are a part of your
Membership with GWRRA. All you need to do is reach out to your Chapter Directors and tell them you would like to
have these brought to your Chapter. Again, FREE!!! They can then reach out to the Central Canada District Team to
arrange it for you. The only courses that will cost you money are the Medic First Aid, and the ARC (Advanced Riding
Course), both only $40, and will allow you to help remain current or start you in the GWRRA Rider Education Levels
Program.
Remember, we are never too old to learn new things.

Teresa Fleury
Assistant District Director
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MEDIC FIRST AID
It’s Motorcycle Weather – Finally!
I’m finally seeing motorcycles on the road. No snow, and the weather is
perfect! Sun and temperatures in the mid to high 20s. Yes, I’m in
Florida!!! My promise to you is that I’ll bring this weather back with
me. It’s been a long winter, and we deserve better. Stand by...
One thing that I have noticed is that riders’ skills are not necessarily better because of a longer
riding season. I’ve seen many that would benefit from a Shiny Side Up or an ARC. Something to
think about as we get ready for our first rides. Even a solo session in a clear parking lot may be needed to tune us up for
a safe season.

Medic First Aid
Our Medic First Aid Team for Central Canada District will be holding a Medic First Aid
Course (including CPR and the use of AED’s) on Saturday, April 6, 2019. Our venue for
this course will be The Grand Valley Golf Club, 1910 Roseville Road, Cambridge. The
course will start promptly at 8:30 am. The golf club is providing coffee first thing in
the morning.
As we are getting the room at no charge it is expected that we will purchase lunch
from the club. They will take our lunch order around 11 am and bring it to our room.
Anyone interested should email Teresa Fleury to register. Teresa's email is
mandtfleury@bell.net .
The cost of the Course is $ 40 per person and this is only available to GWRRA Members. The course will run
approximately 6 ½ - 7 hours.
Emails have been sent to the Chapter Directors of G, M, Y, S, and E as these are the closest chapters to the venue in
Cambridge. Of course anyone from any of the 16 chapters in our District is welcomed to attend, as well as any GWRRA
member.
If any chapter wishes to host their own Medic First Aid course, please reach out to me.
Let’s take a hit from Michel’s tagline - “Ride Safe always”.

Garvin Cole
Assistant District Director
Medic First Aid Coordinator
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT

Spring!! It’s officially here. Now all we have to do is get word to the weather person. Many of you no doubt have already
had a peek under your bike cover, longing for warmer temperatures and cleaner roads. Hopefully we won’t have to wait
too much longer.

Time is quickly running out for Chapter COYs to declare their intent to advance to the next level of the COY program,
which is the District COY selection. This selection will take place at our District Rally (Rendezvous 2019) later this year.
This is the final reminder to all CDs that if your COY is planning to advance to this level, you have until May 1, 2019 to
provide me with their names and contact information.

The Couple of the Year program should be promoted as a FUN event. I encourage any Chapter COY wishing to advance
to review the COY Section of the Officer’s Handbook so they know what to expect. The more prepared you are to handle
the events, the more FUN you will have. The Handbook is available on the GWRRA website. Also, feel free to contact me
if you have any additional questions.

Stay warm and have FUN!

Dave and Linda Lawrence
District Membership Enhancement Coordinators
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RIDER EDUCATION

Good day dear members,
I would like to share with you this month an interesting article on a
motorcycle industry safety consortium from Mark Gardiner, a wellknown motorcycle analyst and journalist. Happy reading, and let me
know what you think…
Ride Safe Always!
Michel Lavoie
Central Canada District Educator – University Coordinator
MI 083
613-290-5574

What is the Safer Motorcycling Research Consortium?
Last month, a short press release landed in my e-mail inbox, announcing a newly formed
Safer Motorcycling Research Consortium. The release listed American Honda Motor
Company, BMW Motorrad, Harley-Davidson, Indian Motorcycles, Kawasaki Motors Corp.
USA, and Yamaha Motor Corporation USA as founding members.
Basically, all it said about the organization was that it is incorporated as a 501(c)(6) non-profit and
has, as a stated goal, “to develop strategies to advance and integrate on-road motorcyclists’ safety
through data-driven research and collaboration with relevant stakeholders.”
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Anything that makes motorcycling safer stands to make it more attractive to newbies and to keep
current riders active for a longer time. So it makes sense that those OEMs are interested in “safer
motorcycling.” But I wondered what prompted them to form the SMRC now, and what the
Consortium’s initial priorities would be, so I followed up.

What's behind the SMRC
Although the SMRC release didn’t mention it, the group was formed after prompting from the U.S.
Department of Transportation’s John A. Volpe National Transportation Systems Center. Known to
transportation nerds as simply the Volpe Center, this is the federal government’s main transportation
think tank.
A couple of years ago, the Volpe Center was alarmed by rising motorcycle accident rates, and noted
in particular that about three out of four motorcycle collisions occurred when motorcycles hit other
vehicles in front of them (in other words, only a minority of collisions involved bikes being rear-ended
or T-boned). The Volpe Center concluded that “[t]hese two-vehicle crashes may be addressable
using advanced crash-avoidance technology,” similar to the Forward Collision Warning or Automatic
Emergency Braking ADAS systems now found on many cars.
To kickstart the development of tech like that for motorcycles, the government officials organized
meetings with representatives from the motorcycle industry to discuss sharing "pre-competitive"
research on topics such as:
 Defining motorcycle pre-crash scenarios that can be addressed by technologies
 Developing initial motorcycle crash-avoidance and mitigation safety applications based on
light-vehicle safety applications, but taking into account motorcycle operational dynamics
 Creating a motorcycle device development, installation, and testing plan
 Testing and evaluating the operation of motorcycle crash-avoidance and mitigation safety
applications
 Projecting potential safety benefits of motorcycle crash-avoidance and mitigation safety
applications
Twenty-five years ago, the DOT encouraged the formation of a similar pre-competitive research
consortium among car makers, called the Crash Avoidance Metrics Partnership. CAMP began as a
collaboration between General Motors and Ford, but grew to include most major automakers and
many Tier 1 suppliers. CAMP did important early research highlighting the risks of distracted driving
and helped speed the deployment of ADAS systems in modern cars. CAMP made cars safer. If the
SMRC manages to do the same thing for motorcycles, we’ll be that much safer, too.
That first generic SMRC press release was short on details, so I sent an e-mail to the address
included in the initial press release. It turns out that general e-mails to the SMRC are forwarded to
Mike Hernandez, whose day job involves handling government affairs for BMW Motorrad in the
United States. Hernandez is chairman of the organization’s steering committee. He admitted that the
press release had generated more interest than they’d expected, and as such he’d been pressed into
the role of spokesman, too.
For now, the Consortium’s only members are the six founding manufacturers and each has a
representative on the Steering Committee, which meets biweekly. After a few in-person meetings,
those are now usually virtual. The DOT is an interested party, and has sent observers.
So far, the minimal costs have been borne by the six founding OEMs. Although the DOT has not
committed funding yet, Hernandez said the OEMs made it clear that they were moving ahead on the
assumption that most of Consortium’s research budget would come from the DOT (the same
APRIL 2019

FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE

Page 11

arrangement the automakers had with CAMP). With the legal entity formed, "now we’re established
and ready to engage in our first round of research,” Hernandez said.
Since four of the six founding members do almost all of their R&D overseas, I was curious about
exactly how and where SMRC research would take place.
“The vision that we have is that we’ll usually contract third parties to do the research,” Mike explained.
“We don’t want to burden any individual OEM — unless a manufacturer has a facility with some
specific research capacity, and we’d look at that as in-kind contribution to the Consortium.”
One reason to contract research to independent third parties is that in these "pre-competitive"
situations, it’s important that OEM participants don’t feel they are facilitating research that will give
any particular company a competitive advantage. It’s easier to avoid those conflicts of interest when a
third party does the research and every company gets the same report.
In the coming months, the SMRC expects to add members in a second tier, which will include
organizations that will actually do research. That could be educational institutions or the specialized
consulting engineers who already handle research assignments from the DOT. Hernandez said that
SMRC’s first research projects will probably focus on the way passenger cars’ Advanced Driver
Assistance Systems, such as blind-spot warning, function vis-à-vis motorcycles. As I’ve reported in
the past, some ADAS systems have trouble "seeing" motorcycles.
Another potential project would be the development of a "guided soft target" — basically a soft
motorcycle "drone" that could be used to safely test the Automatic Emergency Braking and Collision
Avoidance systems that are increasingly common in new passenger cars and light trucks.
Presumably, research projects will get approved and funded (with most of the money coming from the
DOT) on an individual basis. The expectation is that, soon, the SMRC will be able to direct $1 million
to $2 million one toward research per year.
Another important role that the SMRC will play is in keeping track of what research is being done in
other countries, to avoid needless duplication. For example, the European Commission’s New Car
Assessment Program also plans to examine the way cars with ADAS capabilities interact with
powered two-wheelers.
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While the number of people who want to buy a self-riding motorcycle currently ranges between few
and none, research like BMW's ConnectedRide bike, which doesn't need a rider, can be relevant to
improving safety systems. BMW photo.

Motorcycling isn't as safe as it could be
The Department of Transportation envisioned a CAMP for motorcycles because safety officials were
alarmed by U.S. fatality rates. Hernandez is not blind to the fact that motorcycling is more dangerous
here than it is in other developed nations.
“Frankly, the U.S. has a problem with motorcycle safety,” he said. “As SMRC, we’re interested in
anything that relates to on-road motorcycle safety. That includes rider equipment, the motorcycle
itself, and infrastructure.”
For now, it seems that the first research will focus on the way cars and heavier vehicles interact with
motorcycles. In the future, however, we’ll see efforts to integrate things like Forward Collision
Warning systems into motorcycles. Further out, there’s a bigger issue.
“We’re considering the integration of motorcycles into an automated ecosystem,” Hernandez said.
“Once you have fully autonomous and connected vehicles, the motorcycle needs to integrate into that
ecosystem safely.”
Even though most of the SMRC member companies’ R&D is done in Germany and Japan, those
companies have an incentive to participate because, if things go as planned, the U.S. government will
underwrite research that might benefit the whole industry over the long term. That noted, the current
administration is neither science-driven nor inclined to take on new roles, instead pressing
government agencies to step back and let the market sort out the technology. So, I’ll be relieved
when the first SMRC research project gets funding.
The sooner we get safer, the better.
Source: Mark Gardiner, Mar 12, 2019
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RUNNING DOWN THE HIGHWAY

Hi everybody! Well, the warm weather is just about here, so before you rush out to the garage and go for your
first ride of the year, take 15-20 minutes to go over your bike with this GWRRA N.17 form available from the
GWRRA website. For Chapter Ride Coordinators, maybe print some copies and hand them out at the next
breakfast gathering or coffee night.
Also, a helpful hint: if you are changing the differential oil on your Wing, use some anti-seize on the filler plug.
This will help when trying to loosen that plug. I have rounded the corners of that plug over the years, since it is
made of aluminum, e.g. 1100/1200/1500.
Happy and safe riding. Take a Shiny Side Up course if available, and remember A.G.A.T. (All The Gear All The
Time).

Adrian Young
District Ride Coordinator
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MOTORIST AWARENESS

Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month
As I mentioned last month, May is National Motorcycle Awareness Month, and the Motorist Awareness
Program has chosen May 11 as Motorist Awareness Day. GWRRA would like all chapters to participate in getting the
word out. We need to be seen and heard. The Insight newsletter article this month contains a list of ten suggestions for
us to accomplish this, and I’m reprinting them here.
1. Talk to Ten People – Go shopping, hiking, visiting. Tell people you ride a motorcycle. People are more likely to
“Watch for Motorcycles” when they know someone who rides one.
2. Distribute Literature - To order Motorist Awareness Trifolds contact the GWRRA Home Office in Phoenix. Your
state Department of Transportation may also have literature available. Distribute to car dealerships, restaurants,
businesses, your Chamber of Commerce, driving schools, next door neighbors, and friends.
3. Take a Ride – When drivers see motorcycle riders, they are more aware of motorcycle riders!
4. Display Your Banner – Show your chapter pride! Display your banner at businesses, events, or even your front
yard!
5. Electronic Banners – Many communities, cities, and states display messages on electronic banners. Contact your
local transportation agency to display a “Watch for Motorcycles” message.
6. Send a Letter to the Editor of your local paper - Yes, there are still people who read the paper, and they want to
hear from you!
7. Apply for a State Proclamation. This is not as difficult as you think. Instructions are available from your District
Motorist Awareness Coordinator.
8. Have a Yard Sale - Earn money for your chapter, display your banner, wear your vests, and clean out your garage
and closet - all at the same time!
9. Schedule an Event – Everyone all in! This can even be a multi-chapter, multi-district event. Chapter and District
Directors choose the event. The Motorist Awareness Program Coordinator collects literature, banners, and other
materials. The Ride Coordinator plans the ride to the location of the event. The Membership Enhancement
Coordinator plans games, pot lucks, raffles, and FUN! The University Trainer schedules training modules which
help prepare members for the event. The Educator makes sure that members are ready for the ride. Have Fun!
10. All of the Above! There might be a Gold Award in it for you!

Bob Cochrane
District Motorist Awareness Program Coordinator
H: 905-714-9502
C: 289-646-1110

Look twice, save a life.
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1995 Honda Gold Wing Aspencade
20th Anniversary Addition Green in colour
Displacement 1500cc 6 Cylinder
74063 Miles / 119192 Kilometers

Bike includes
Chrome Trunk Rack -Inside truck Organizer - Highway pegs - Passage arm rests - CB radio
Gas tank saddle bag - Ram holder for mobile phone - Some LED lights - Flashing Brake light
Extra lights up front (not shown) - 5 bottles of Amsoil - Two Helmets with two headsets -Assorted gloves
Used Joe Rocket armored jacket and pants 2x - Men’s boots size 12 - Complete bike cover
Baker air Wings -Brand new air filter - Custom Seats - Ring of Fire (front wheel lights) - Trailer Hitch
Contact Ralph Van Dorsten
905-931-5001
rvandorsten@gmail.com
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Curiosity is, in great and
generous minds, the first passion and
the last.
Samuel Johnson
English writer, critic, and editor
1709-1784

Helen Young
District Newsletter Editor
Helent5816@gmail.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/16240
39684328174/
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