
JUNE 2021 FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE Page 1  

 

 

 

 

Where the District Teams Meet 

 

 

 

 

 

  

JUNE 2021 

District Directors 
Darlene Drouin and Bob 
Cochrane 
dir.centralcanada@gmail.com 
 
Senior District Assistant 
Alain Mainville 
mainvillealain0@gmail.com 
 
District Assistants 
David Hay  
dnjhay@gmail.com 
 
Paul and Sheila Haller 
paulhaller51@gmail.com 
 
Geraldine Haller 
g.haller1961@gmail.com 
 
District Educator/University 
Coordinator  
Michel Lavoie 
lavoiem51@gmail.com 
 
District Medic First Aid 
Mark Fleury 
Wingridermark2112@gmail.com 
 
 

District Asst. Rider Ed 
Troy and Peggy Robins 
tprobins@sympatico.ca 
 
District University Coordinator Asst. 
West 
Darlene Drouin 
niagaraguardianwings@gmail.com 
 
District Secretary 
Lyette Babin-Mackay 
sec.centralcanada@gmail.com  
 
District Treasurer 
Suzie Pilon-Mainville 
treas.centralcanada@gmail.com 
 
District MEC, Newsletter Editor 
Helen Young 
chaptery.leadership@gmail.com 
 
District Ride Coordinator 
Adrian Young 
drc.centralcanada@gmail.com 
 
District Pins and Patches 
Mike Beaudoin and Annette Gaul 
patchesnew.centralcanada@gmail.com 
 

http://www.ccdistrict.ca

aaa 

www.gwrra.org 

TEAM GWRRA 
Directors 

Jere and Sherry Goodman 

JereGood@aol.com 

Director’s Assistants 

Bob and Nan Shrader 

floridadd@msn.com 

 

Tom and Renee Wasluck 

tom.renee11@gmail.com 

 

John and Shawn Irons 

ironsline3414@gmail.com 

 

Kevin Bramhoff and Karin Young 

director@gwrra-nwc.com 

 

Director of the University 

Lorrie Thomas and Dan Clark 

llorriemthomas@aol.com 

 

Directors of Membership 

Enhancement 

Dan and Mary Costello 

mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com 

 

Directors of Motorist Awareness 

James and Freida Clayson 

James.clayson@gmail.com 

 

Director of Finance 

Randall and Janet Drake 

financedirector@gwrra.org 

 

Directors of Rider Ed 

Susan and George Huttman 

director-re@gwrra.org 

 

Director Overseas 

Allesandro Boveri and Mariarosa 

Bruzzone 

alboveri@gmail.org 

CENTRAL CANADA DISTRICT 

CONNECTION 

CENTRAL CANADA DISTRICT TEAM 

mailto:mainvillealain0@gmail.com
mailto:dnjhay@gmail.com
mailto:directorquintewings@gmail.com
mailto:g.haller1961@gmail.com
mailto:tprobins@sympatico.ca
mailto:darbob3@sympatico.ca
mailto:sec.centralcanada@gmail.com
mailto:treas.centralcanada@gmail.com
mailto:drc.centralcanada@gmail.com
mailto:patchesnew.centralcanada@gmail.com
http://www.ccdistrict.caaaa/
http://www.ccdistrict.caaaa/
http://www.gwrra.org/
mailto:JereGood@aol.com
mailto:floridadd@msn.com
mailto:tom.renee11@gmail.com
mailto:ironsline3414@gmail.com
mailto:director@gwrra-nwc.com
mailto:llorriemthomas@aol.com
mailto:mep.director.gwrra@gmail.com
mailto:James.clayson@gmail.com
mailto:financedirector@gwrra.org
mailto:director-re@gwrra.org
mailto:alboveri@gmail.org


JUNE 2021 FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE Page 2  

DIRECTORS’ CORNER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Hello everyone and happy, sunny June! 
 
Looking forward to some up and coming rides! 
  
The JOIN NOW! page is now permanently available on the GWRRA Canada website! 
  
This is an online form for new Members to join GWRRA, bypassing the 
main gwrra.org website, and paying in Canadian funds. Current Members can also choose to 
renew there, with the extra two months for Canadian Members being automatically applied. 
The ability to join or renew still exists on the main gwrra.org website, as well as the option to 
phone home office, particularly if there is an issue with your Membership. 
  
The Canadian website provides all the main points of interest that Members are looking for 
with links to the 4 Canadian Districts. The main goal of the website is to provide a Canadian 
interface to GWRRA. 
  
Promotional flyers were promised in May but we have not received as of yet and will forward 
as soon as we do. Meanwhile, please check out the Canadian website yourselves and please 
help promote widely! 
https://gwrra-canada.ca/ 
  
Stay well everyone, hoping to see you all in-person at some point over the next few months! 
Darlene & Bob 
 

Darlene Drouin and Bob Cochrane 
Central Canada District Directors 

dir.centralcanada@gmail.com 

 

  

http://gwrra.org/
http://gwrra.org/
https://gwrra-canada.ca/
mailto:dir.centralcanada@gmail.com
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*Central Canada District has purchased a full Zoom account to provide better 

service to Members with meetings, training seminars, etc. If any Chapter Directors have a need to go 
over the free 40 minutes of their own free Zoom accounts for a meeting, please contact the District 
Directors to arrange to use the paid account. We will do our best to accommodate as many requests as 
possible. 
 

*The next District Zoom meeting is Monday, June 14 

*On behalf of Central Canada District, a big thank you to Doug & Susan McGregor of 

Chapter S for their contributions as GWRRA Medic First Aid Instructors, since 2014. Many 

Members are thankful for your support, leadership, and kindness. 

  
 

 

 

  

ATTENTION! 
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MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT 

 

 

As the restrictions slowly ease, we are all getting anxious to get on the bikes. Here is 

an idea for a ride, with a celebration at our next breakfast gathering. Thanks, Nancy! 

 

“We decided to do a COVID Poker Run, and this is how we are doing it. 

  

Our ride coordinator picked 7 different sites for the 

riders to go to.  This will give them a reason to get 

out and ride.  He asked for a picture of where 

they will be getting their vaccine or where they 

have gotten their vaccine to start the run.  After 

that they pick where ever they want to ride from the 

list at their leisure.  They must send in a picture of an 

indicated item or scenery as suggested and send in to get a 

card for their poker hand.   

 

Now because we are not doing this all in one day, they can send in the picture by email, 

text, messenger or Facebook, and we have a non-member picking the cards and putting 

them in an envelope until we can get together.  We are allowing six cards, so when we get 

together they get their envelope and decide which card they want to discard.  Best hand 

wins.  

  

Hopefully this will inspire some other Chapters. 

  

Have a great day. 

  

Nancy Dewling 

ON-H 
 

Helen Young 

District Membership Enhancement Coordinator 
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RIDER EDUCATION 

 

 

 
Good day CCD members.  With nicer and longer day time ahead, we will 
all start riding more very soon and therefore we will have to deal with more 
motorists around us. I found this very interesting article, ''Three things you should 
believe'', by Lance Oliver, motorcyclist, and writer. He put into perspective the See - Evaluate 
- Execution (SEE principal) which is what we teach when you take an Advanced Rider 
Course (ARC). Let me know what you think... 

 

Ride like everyone in a car is trying to kill you 

This has been said a hundred times in the comments on stories we have run on crash stats, 
safety, riding skills, etc. Of course, if it were literally true, the average motorcycle street-riding 
career would last 30 seconds. As soon as I pulled onto the road, the first car driver who saw 
me would instantly swerve into me and squash me dead. It is easy enough to do. 

Since that’s never happened, I know, rationally, everyone isn’t trying to kill me, but there’s still 
value in thinking that way. Consider this: If you’re riding down a two-lane country road, do you 
flinch in terror every time you see a car coming in the other lane? No. Because about a million 
times you’ve passed a car going the other direction with no drama. So, it’s easy to assume the 
next time will be the same. 

They're not really trying to kill you. But it doesn't hurt anything to believe they are. 

Adding a dose of paranoia shakes you out of that complacency. It may mean doing something 
as simple as shifting your lane position as a car approaches or as you approach an 
intersection. At least 999 times out of 1,000 it won’t matter, but the one time a texting driver 
drifts across the centerline, it could make all the difference in how you spend the rest of your 
life. If you have one. 

It’s a tiny cost for a potentially huge benefit. I like that. The paranoid mindset keeps you 
thinking and looking for escape routes. So, go ahead and ride like everyone is trying to kill you, 
even though they are not. 
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Every crash can be avoided 

I first heard this said by the late Lawrence Grodsky, the founder of “Stayin’ Safe Motorcycle 
Training”, and author of the similarly named column in Rider magazine for many years. The 
fact that Larry died in a motorcycle crash (after hitting a deer at dusk on a rural Texas highway) 
disproved his statement, in the coarsest way imaginable. 

Larry’s successor, Eric Trow, teaches in the Stayin’ Safe course that 99 percent of crashes 
can be avoided. Whatever the number, I’m convinced of two things: They’re right, 
that almost all crashes can be avoided but, even more important, you should ride as if 
they can all be avoided. 

That mindset puts the responsibility on you. When a car pulls out in front of me, I can scream 
obscenities and rage about “cagers” and consider the risk “unavoidable” or I can analyze what 
I could have done to improve my odds. Was my attention on the greatest risk, the car waiting 
to turn left across my path, or was I focused elsewhere? Did I shift my lane position to give 
myself the biggest possible buffer between me and the greatest threat? Was I thinking ahead 
about “what if?” scenarios, so I had an escape plan ready? Did I have the brake lever covered 
because I was entering an intersection, a high-risk zone? Had I checked my mirrors to see if 
there was a car tailgating me that would hit me if I braked hard? 

If a car turns left in front of me, it’s the driver’s fault. But I’m the one likely to pay the highest 
price. So, I ride as if I am responsible for avoiding the crash, not as if I’m just a helpless victim 
of fate. 

 

 

 

https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/can-you-admit-when-a-motorcycle-crash-is-your-fault
https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/can-you-admit-when-a-motorcycle-crash-is-your-fault
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Even though you’re in too hot, you can make this curve 

It’s happened to most of us. We’re enjoying a winding road and then we get into a curve too 
fast and suddenly we think we can’t make it. 
The most common reaction at that point is to panic, give up, stand up the bike, brake, and run 
off the road, as seen in the video above, which I wrote about a few years ago. Giving up is not 
the best choice, however, because it may mean plunging into a ravine (as happened in this 
video) or smashing into the grill of an SUV (as almost happened). 
https://youtu.be/gct9bzEHBYY 

If you’re on any kind of performance motorcycle, odds are very good it’s capable of making the 
turn, even if you feel you can’t. Your best option is to look farther ahead to the exit of the 
corner (look where you want to go), lean the bike over more and try to make the curve. If 
you’re on a cruiser with a limited lean angle, your odds may be a little worse, but if you shift 
your body weight (you’re going to have to have practiced that before it is needed in a panic 
situation) you still have a fighting chance of getting through without dragging hard parts badly 
enough to cause your tires to lose traction. 

So believe you can make the curve. It might not be true. Maybe you really did screw the pooch 
and get into that curve so fast there’s no way your motorcycle can get you out the other side 
and still on the tires. But you’re better off believing and trying because you probably can make 
it. 

The thing is, for these three things to save your hide you have to believe, really believe, or you 
won’t act on them in the moment. For the first two, it means keeping your brain active and 
maintaining awareness, instead of riding carefree and letting your mind wander. As for the 
third, when I’m coming to a winding stretch of road, I’ll actually remind myself: If you have a 
“moment,” don’t panic and give up. Lean more and ride through it. 

For your own good, sometimes you have to believe. 

  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gct9bzEHBYY&authuser=0 

 

Ride Safe Always 

Rouler toujours prudemment! 
 

Michel Lavoie MIT 023 
Central Canada District Educator 
Educateur du District Central du Canada  
University Coordinator 
Coordinateur Universitaire 
613-290-5574 
  

https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/video-what-to-do-when-youre-into-a-turn-too-hot
https://youtu.be/gct9bzEHBYY
https://www.revzilla.com/common-tread/one-tip-look-where-you-want-to-go
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RUNNING DOWN THE HIGHWAY 

SAVE THE DATE 

SATURDAY, JULY 17, 2021 

 

Hi to all the CDs and Chapter Ride Coordinators. As July approaches, we all hope we will be able to 

gather in our own Chapters or combine with other chapters to celebrate what would have been 

RENDEZVOUS 2021. We hope that as many as possible will be able to get together and take a ride in 

your own area. 

Don’t forget about the photo contest! Take photos of your Chapter ride and submit a maximum of 10 

to CCD via Facebook or email. They will be entered into a random draw for prizes. Include a bit of text 

to identify the Chapter and location. Also, selected photos sent to Helen (younghelent@gmail.com) will 

be included in the CCD CONNECTION Newsletter. 

Until then, keep your fingers crossed that the restrictions will be lifted and the riding season can begin! 

 
 
 
 
 

Adrian Young 
District Ride Coordinator 

  



JUNE 2021 FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY, AND KNOWLEDGE Page 9  

TIPS FOR MANAGING VOLUNTEERS 
 

Volunteer | Definition of Volunteer by Merriam-Webster 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/volunteer 

Definition of volunteer. (Entry 1 of 3)  

A person who voluntarily undertakes or expresses a willingness to undertake a 

service: such as: 

1. One who enters into military service voluntarily  

2. One who renders a service or takes part in a transaction while having no legal concern or 

interest. 

3. One who receives a conveyance or transfer of property without giving valuable consideration 

 

All volunteers have the potential for greatness! Sometimes you won’t know how wonderful 

they are until after they become involved. Recruiting volunteers is sometimes the easy 

part, keeping them is harder, and sometimes we learn that the hard way. Some tips: 

  
1. Listen carefully to a volunteer’s priorities. Better to find where they naturally “fit” rather 

than train them to do something their heart isn’t into. People volunteer to do things that 

make them happy. 

2. Make it an enjoyable experience for them. Make it comfortable and as easy as possible for 

them. 

3. Responding to them as quickly as you can helps them feel they are contributing. 

4. Don’t overload one particular volunteer. When something unexpected happens, they may 

have too big shoes to fill. 

5. Don’t assume they are still happy doing what they volunteered for; check in regularly. A 

slight change in duties might re-energize. 

6. Watch for burnout; don’t over-use your volunteers. Try to be flexible and find a schedule 

that works for everyone. 

7. Instill pride. People like to be volunteers for groups that are known for their success. 

8. Highly important: Show your appreciation! There are many different and easy ways to do 

so, and be sure everyone knows how thankful you are! 
  

References and further reading: 

https://charityvillage.com/top_ten_tips_for_volunteer_management_and_retention/ 

https://www.volunteerhub.com/blog/manage-volunteers/ 

  

  
 

  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/volunteer
https://charityvillage.com/top_ten_tips_for_volunteer_management_and_retention/
https://www.volunteerhub.com/blog/manage-volunteers/
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NOTES FROM THE NORTH 

Two of the most ignored components of many motorcycles on the road today are 

unfortunately the tires, front and rear. Yes, I said it and I mean it!   “Noo, not 

mine” you are going to scream and argue with me, “I check mine before every ride 

because it’s the safest and best thing to do”.  C’mon who is fooling who right now because I know that after a 

certain age and a particular weight, some of us really don’t like getting down on all fours to do a proper 

inspection and air pressure check near as often as we should, and without a center stand, rolling those tires is a 

lot more difficult than with one. It’s more likely that a quick twist of the head so you see if there is still any tire 

on the back and a quick pat with your hand on the front is all that gets done regularly. Besides, the mechanic will 

take a closer look when we get the oil changed in another week or two…..right? 

Now, what is bringing on this tirade you are asking? Well let me tell you ….. 

A couple weeks ago while out on a leisurely afternoon ride, we magically drove the 

head of a ¼ x 4” bolt through the rear tire on our bike. Standing on the side of the 

road watching the tire deflate, I had the same sinking feeling that the bike did, and 

that started my “Quest” to find suitable replacement tires.  

Sourcing any product these days is difficult, and motorcycle tires are no different, 

plus the lead time to have a shop switch them on your bike can be up to two weeks, 

and only 2-3 days if you take the wheels off your bike yourself.  I always believed in 

keeping my vehicles’ tires stock styles and sizes, but was swayed this time by the 

talk of all the “educated” people on the forums who are smarter than the engineers at the factory. So I ordered 

my first set of “recommended” tires. After dismantling the bike, bribing a mechanic to switch the tires out in less 

than 24 hours, and reassembling the bike, we set out on one of the most uncomfortable rides we had ever been 

on. The handling that I loved had gone away and the ride my wife loved was a thing of the past.  Now what?  

Yes, I hung my head in shame and ordered yet another set of tires, this time completely as per factory spec 

because I am finally convinced that the factory guys just might be smarter than the shade tree keyboard 

warriors who steered me wrong in the first place. That meant disassembling my bike once again, bribing a 

second mechanic, and reassembling the bike, all missing out on many days of great riding weather.  

We were lucky - there was no accident or spill by our flat tire, mainly because we could hear it pop when the 

bolt went into it and we pulled over and stopped. But we would not have been as fortunate if this had been 

caused by neglecting our tires. If this tire failed due to improper inflation, rot, or wear at highway speeds, it 

could have been life changing, with no one to blame but myself.   So as much as I always thought I looked after 

my tires in the past, I promise that I will take those 10 minutes, get down on the ground, and do a proper 

inspection on a more frequent basis, because I do not want to be the cause of my own accident.  

I beg of you to do the same. Take the time and be safe.  

David Hay 
ADD, Central Canada District 
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COMMENTS FROM THE EAST 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello, all. Here we are at the end of May and the weather has been great. Sheila and I have been out 

riding the last two weekends and have put on close to 1500 km’s on our 2014 GL1800. We are looking 

forward to the end of this shutdown so that we can hopefully get back to some sort of normal. We 

miss seeing and riding with our other Chapter Members and Chapter Life.  

I know since the pandemic started, we have not been getting all our training in, 

especially First Aid. A couple of weeks ago I contacted a local First Aid Training 

Centre, and they were still doing courses in person, so I booked one in June (one 

day course). This is a Red Cross Credited Course. I am doing this to keep up my 

Level 4, with GWRRA. Continuing with the training theme, I attended the last two 

zoom training courses from our District and found them very informative, and I would 

recommend them to our membership.    

I am sure with this pandemic; we will lose some good trainers, and I hope that others will step up to 

volunteer to take the trainer courses offered by our Training Team. It is time to get involved, and we 

are never too late to learn..... 

Anyway, until next time, keep the shiny side up and the throttle cranked! 

 

Paul and Sheila Haller 

ADD, Central Canada District 
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1.  
First local Father's Day was celebrated on June 19, 1910, 
in Spokane, Washington. 
 
2. Father's Day was first celebrated on the third 
Sunday of June. 
 
3. Sonora Louise Smart Dodd, of Spokane, 
Washington, started the tradition of Father's Day in the 
honor of her dad, William Smart, a widowed Civil War 
veteran. 

 
4. In 1916, US President Woodrow Wilson approved the idea of observing an annual Father's Day. 

 
5. In1924, President Calvin Coolidge made Father's Day a national event. 

 
6. In 1966 President Lyndon Johnson signed a presidential proclamation 

declaring the 3rd Sunday of June as Father's Day. 
 

7. Father's Day is the fifth most popular card-sending holiday, with an 
estimated $100 million in card sales. Husbands, grandfathers, uncles, sons 
and sons-in-law are honored as well as father. Each year, 7 million Father's 
Day cards are sent in the UK, compared to 13 million Mother's Day cards. 
 

8. Roses are the official flower for Father's Day. A red rose is worn in the lapel 
if your father is living, a white rose if he is deceased. 
 

9. This is a big day for the 66.3 million fathers in America. 
 

10. While not everyone in America is a fan of Father's Day, 72 percent of Americans plan to celebrate or 
acknowledge Father’s Day.  
 

11. The necktie is the most popular and number one of all 
Father's Day gifts according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Hammers 
and golf clubs are also popular presents for the day. 
 
12. According to greetings card makers Hallmark, Father’s Day 
is the fifth-largest card-sending holiday. 
 
13. As the idea of Father’s Day was conceived by Sonora 
Dodd of Spokane, Washington, to honor her father, she chose his 
birthday which was proclaimed on June 19, 1910, by Spokane’s 
mayor as the first Father’s Day. 

 
14. The first presidential proclamation honoring fathers was issued in 1966 when President Lyndon Johnson 

designated the third Sunday in June as Father’s Day. Father’s Day has been celebrated annually since 
1972 when President Richard Nixon signed the public law that made it permanent. 
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Daydreaming 

 

 

We are now coming into the month of June.  The weather 

does not know what to do, freeze us or cook us.   

I am thinking about the end of August, to be precise, the 28th of August, and heading 

south to Wings Over The Smokies returning home on Sept. 5th. 

Will the weather be good? 

Can we get across the border?  

Can we get accommodations for the journey down 

there, and back? 

Will restaurants be fully open then? 

Will it be safe with or without masks? 

How many people would be interested in going? 

So many questions, so few answers!  

 

 

 

Those who would be interested, please think about it and 

give me a call so that you can talk about it.  I am sure 

you will have so many questions, and I will try to answer 

them all. My phone number is 905-821-3060 

 

Jim Moore 
ON-Y Road Captain 
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Helen Young 
District Newsletter Editor 

chaptery.leadership@mail.com 
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