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DIRECTORS’ CORNER

Hello Central Canada District!
Hope everyone is enjoying some great rides and good times.
Thank you to all the Chapters for their participation in the Rendezvous Ride 2021! From what
we saw and heard, it looks like many of us had some fun with the ride and photos –
outstanding! Stay tuned for contest winner announcements and further follow ups with the
photos. And thanks for your submissions, if you haven’t, it’s not too late!
Happy trails,
Dar & Bob

HOV Lanes
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes were implemented several years ago to help improve
traffic flow on Ontario's busiest highways. They are generally restricted to certain types of
vehicles carrying at least 2 people. Bob and I use the HOV lane regularly on our bikes. But on
our trip to Mississauga this weekend, we noticed other bikes were not using them and we got
some strange looks from other motorists, too. Yes, motorcycles are permitted in the HOV
lanes!
Visit the MTO website for more information:
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/ontario-511/hov-lanes.shtml
Darlene Drouin and Bob Cochrane
Central Canada District Directors

dir.centralcanada@gmail.com
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RIDER EDUCATION
Riding with a Passenger
If you are going to carry a passenger, there are a few key items to keep in mind:
Equip and Adjust Your Motorcycle:




A passenger seat and footrests are required by law.
Adjust tire pressure and suspension settings for the additional weight. (Do not exceed weight limitations
specified in the owner's manual.)
Readjust mirrors.

Passenger Preparation:




Provide protective riding gear: eye protection, a DOT-approved helmet, boots, gloves, long riding pants
and a high-visibility motorcycle jacket.
Passengers under age 18 are required by law to wear a DOT-approved helmet.
Small children are required by law to be able to reach both footrests with their feet while sitting on the
passenger seat.

Getting On and Off the Motorcycle:




Start the engine before the passenger gets on.
Squeeze the front brake while the passenger gets on or off the bike.
Passengers should get off the bike before the operator.

Passenger Safety Tips:







Hold operator's waist or hips, or motorcycle's passenger hand-holds.
Keep feet on footrests at all times, including while stopped.
Keep hands and feet away from hot or moving parts.
When turning, look over the operator's shoulder in the direction of the turn.
Avoid turning around or making sudden moves that might affect operation.
If crossing an obstacle, rise off the seat keeping your feet on the foot pegs with knees slightly bent and
allow legs to absorb the shock upon impact.

Operator Safety Tips:


A passenger will affect handling due to extra weight and independent motion.
o Braking sooner with greater pressure may be necessary.
o Use extra caution in a corner.
o Allow more time and space for passing.
o Be ready to counter the effects of wind.
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Avoid extreme speeds and dramatic lean angles.

Ride Safe Always
Rouler toujours prudemment!
Michel Lavoie MIT 023
Central Canada District Educator
Educateur du District Central du Canada
University Coordinator
Coordinateur Universitaire
613-290-5574
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DISTRICT/CHAPTER RENDEZVOUS RIDE 2021

CHAPTER K WATERFALLS & LOCKS RIDE
Postponing for one day from the 17th of July to the 18th of July provided Chapter
ON-K with glorious weather for an epic ride through our area celebrating
Rendezvous ride 2021.

To make this event that much more special, we combined it with our monthly
Chapter Breakfast in an outdoor setting at Spring Side Park in beautiful
Napanee. As if this could not get any better, we were joined after breakfast
by our great friends from Chapter ON-Q for the ride.

The picturesque route started at our breakfast location of Spring Side Park in
Napanee, stopping first at Forest Mills Falls. Short ride to Croydon, then
Newburgh, and finally stopping at Yarker. At each stop we took the time for
Pictures, Laughs and some good Fun!

Next on our route was to begin visiting some of the famous water system
Locks we are blessed to call our own in this area. First up was Chaffey’s
Locks, part of the Rideau Canal system, and this was also our picnic lunch
stop.

Jones Falls Lock was next on our list of stops and did not disappoint, with its
long-spanning bridge as well. Our final destination was the Historic and
stunningly beautiful Kingston Mills Locks. While visiting the Lock system and
conversing with the attendants, we also were able to watch a good-sized
pleasure boat coming through the locks. For some of us it was our first time
seeing the locks in action.
SUMMARY:

This ride’s idea concept was proposed by Penny Scourse (Chapter K Director).
The route planning was brought together by a three-member team of Carl
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Gurnsey, Ken Rundle (Chapter photographer), and Ken Scourse (Chapter
director).

We ended our day with about 200+ km’s and nothing but Smiles, Laughter,
Fun, and Friends!

Enjoy,
Your friends at Chapters ON-K & ON-Q
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SOUTH WEST ONTARIO RENDEZVOUS RIDE
Submitted by Geraldine Haller, Assistant District Director

On Saturday, July 17th, 2021, chapters from Southwestern Ontario went for a day ride.
They were Celebrating the joy of riding and being with family. It has been a long while
that many of us have not been able to see each other. It was a day of hugs, stories and
just good times. COVID certainly has put a damper on these events, but hopefully we
will have more of these kinds of rides in the days ahead.
Chapters E, M, O, and S took part in this day event. We would like to thank Vaughan and
Chapter E for arranging the ride and rest stops along the way. They were fantastic hosts
and certainly showed us what kind of roads they have to ride in their area. They had lots
of curves, twisties, and even a turn-back. It was great. Some of us started in the rain, but
maybe the weather gods were on our side because as the day continued, the sun came
out, and it turned into one fantastic day for everyone. We are hoping that every year
this event can happen, and that different chapters will host. It would be a nice tradition
to continue with.
A big shout out to everyone who came; 15 bikes, 1 car, and 26 riders were in
attendance. See you next year. 
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Chapter M
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Some Words from Eastern Ontario

I am sitting in the basement and it is looking like it is going to rain again. It seems as if it has been
raining almost every other day. Last weekend the Rider instructors went to Sault Ste-Marie for an ARC
(Advanced Riding Course). Eight members from ON-H took the course. It was a challenge for both
instructors and riders as this was the first time with the new course. Luckily it was an easy set-up. But,
on Saturday, the skies opened up and we had torrential rains all day. Then on Sunday for the ride
home, we had good weather. Almost all riders taking the course said that despite the rain they learned
more about the capabilities of their bikes and themselves. All in all it was great to interact with another
Chapter. On August 21, 2021, ON-E will be hosting another ARC.
Here in the East, we got together with our neighbour Chapter ON-K for the Rendezvous Ride on July 17,
2021. We stopped at different waterfalls and had lunch along one of the locks of the Rideau Canal.
Coming up, we have the ON-Q Chapter BBQ on August 7, 2021, and ON-K had theirs on July 31, 2021.
With the Province starting to open up, we are all riding a lot more than last year. Personally, we have
almost 9000 km. on our motorcycle.
Anyway, stay safe, and be ever mindful that this mess we are all in is not over.
Paul and Sheila Haller
121698
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“Rivers never go in reverse. So try to live like
a river. Forget your past and focus on your
future. Always be positive.”
Miniontominion.com

Helen Young
District Newsletter Editor
chaptery.leadership@mail.com
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